One-week test-retest reliability of spinal and cortical somatosensory evoked potentials by tibial nerve stimulation.
Spinal (Th12) and cortical somatosensory evoked potentials by right and left posterior tibial nerve stimulation at the ankle were performed in 20 healthy volunteers (10 females and 10 males) aged 23-50 years. The procedure was repeated after one week to assess the reliability of the parameters and to establish upper normal variability limits. Reliability was measured by the intraclass correlation coefficient and was excellent for all absolute latencies and at least good for amplitudes and for the spinal-cortical conduction time. Upper variability limits were calculated using a method based on the within-subject mean square, which can be also applied in the case of more than two repetitions.